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I. INTRODUCTION

UNICEF was created for the purpose of collaborating with others to overcome the obstacles
imposed on children by poverty, violence, disease and discrimination. UNICEF believes that
working together can advance the cause of humanity. Under a list of specific principles, the
United Nations International Children's Fund (UNICEF), deals with the protection of
children's rights and seeks a dignified life for them. This committee has its origin from the

emergency meeting of 1946 to the formal meeting of 1950.

UNICEF was created for this purpose— The United Nations International Children's
Fund is an organization whose function is to... "promote the protection of the rights of boys
and girls, to help satisfy their basic needs and to increase the opportunities offered to them so
that they reach their full potential." UNICEF arose at the initiative of the United Nations
Administration for Relief and Reconstruction (UNRRA), a now extinct humanitarian aid
organization created during World War II. UNICEF works to improve policies and services

aimed at protecting all children.

The committee aspires to ensure that children grow up in a safe and inclusive world,
child survival, contributing to the survival and prosperity of children, and child mortality has
been reduced worldwide. UNICEF develops its work with the purpose of bringing safe
solutions to children around the world. UNICEF is convinced that quality education is a right
for all children, both in developing countries and in areas of conflict and crisis. When a crisis
strikes, UNICEF strives to reach children and families in the most affected regions with vital

resources.

UNICEEF fights for the equal rights of women and girls, with the purpose of achieving

their full participation in the political, social and economic development of the whole world.



Building the world that boys and girls deserve, UNICEF believes that the complex challenges
facing children can be solved with creative and innovative solutions backed by rigorous
research. Delivering solutions on the ground UNICEF works to provide and transport basic

medicine, assistance and supplies to the world's most needy children.

Using data and evidence to drive results, UNICEF's international initiatives and
programs are founded on sound analysis. The changes due to UNICEF since its foundation
have been in international agreements that have been approved over time, and the campaigns
that have been developed, and what has remained is its objective of promoting the protection

of the rights of children.

Planned Parenthood is a trusted health care provider, an informed educator, a
passionate advocate, and a global partner helping similar organizations around the world.
Planned Parenthood delivers vital reproductive health care, sex education, and information to
millions of people worldwide. In 1916, Margaret Sanger’s sister, Ethel Byrne and the activist
Fania Mindell, created and opened the first clinic of planned parenthood. Since the company
Planned Parenthood supports abortion, these are the actions that UNICEF has taken around
this problem.

II. HISTORY OF THE CONFLICT

The idea for Planned Parenthood as the first birth control clinic in Brownsville, Brooklyn
began in 1916. Today Planned Parenthood members operate in more than 600 health centers
across the United States, and Planned Parenthood is the provider and advocate leader in
high-quality, affordable healthcare for women, men and youth. Planned Parenthood is also the
nation's largest provider of sex education. In 1932, Sanger opened the Birth Control Research
Bureau in Manhattan to provide contraceptive devices to women and to collect statistical data

on the safety and effectiveness of long-term family planning methods.

That same year, Sanger joined the American Birth Control League, an ambitious new
organization examining the global impact of population growth, disarmament, and famine.
The two organizations eventually merged to become the Planned Parenthood® Federation of
America, Inc. (PPFA®). Efforts by other contraceptive proponents led to a 1936 court

decision stating that contraceptive devices and information were no longer classified as



obscene and could be legally distributed in New York, Connecticut, and Vermont. Although it
would take 30 more years for this right to be extended to married couples (but only married
couples) in the rest of the country, it was a historic step on the path to making birth control

available to everyone.

In 1948, Planned Parenthood awarded a small grant to biologists Gregory Pincus,
John Rock, and M.C. Chang to do research for the development of the birth control pill.
Katharine Dexter McCormik, a leader in the suffrage movement and the League of Women
Voters, was the leader and principal founder of the investigative process. In 1956, the first
large-scale medical trial of the contraceptive pill was carried out in Puerto Rico. This step
was critical in the development of the pill at the time, but the tests carried out in Puerto Rico
were done without the knowledge of the women. At least 1,500 Puerto Rican women
participated in the test. They were only told that the drug prevented pregnancy, not that the
drug was experimental or that they could experience potentially dangerous side effects. The
pills used in the trial had hormone levels 20 times higher than birth control pills currently on
the market. After this and other tests, the pill was improved to become the safe and effective

form of birth control used by millions of women in the United States today.

The US Food and Drug Administration approved the sale of birth control pills on May
9, 1960. In the next five years, one in four married women under the age of 45 in the United
States had used the pill. Although acceptance of Sanger's vision in the United States was
slow, global progress was rapid. In Bombay, the International Planned Parenthood Federation
was founded at the Third International Conference on Planned Parenthood. Margaret Sanger

served as its president from 1952 to 1959.

Today, Planned Parenthood Federation of America is the US member association of
IPPF The expansion of abortion rights in the 1970s sparked a backlash from opponents of
safe and legal abortion during the 1980s and 1990s, with tragic consequences. The extremists
staged campaigns to intimidate patients and committed acts of violence, including murder,
against abortion providers, as well as bombing and burning health centers. Similarly,
opponents of safe and legal abortion began to gain strong political influence. Reagan and
George H.W. Bush led to a significant setback in the reproductive rights movement. In 1922,
the Supreme Court upheld the constitutional right to abortion, but allowed states to apply

their own regulations on the subject. Planned Parenthood vs. Casey allowed states to place



limitations on abortions, such as mandatory waiting periods of more than 24 hours, which
made it more difficult for patients to access abortion services., Scientific advances in sexual
and reproductive health increased as the 1990s drew to a close and the 21st century began

with the promise of expanding contraceptive and abortion options.

In 2000, the FDA approved mifepristone, known as medical abortion, or the abortion
pill, after years of delays due to political opposition. Health centers were able to offer another
safe and effective option to patients seeking abortion services. In 2005, the first Planned
Parenthood affiliate began offering hormone replacement therapy for transgender patients.
However, these advances were tempered by an increasingly hostile political climate in
relation to reproductive health care. The George W. Bush administration reinstated the
"global gag rule," galvanized opponents of legal abortion by passing a ban on the rarely
performed late-stage abortion procedure, and worked to establish a new legal status. for
frozen embryos. Funding for sex education that promoted abstinence increased, leaving

students across the country without medically accurate sexual health information.

In 2009, the Obama administration struck down the "global gag rule" and reaftirmed
America's commitment to sexual and reproductive health at home and around the world.
Planned Parenthood has worked to educate 300,000 people about the new health insurance
law, helping them receive coverage. After years of state restrictions on abortion, in 2016 the
Supreme Court ruled that states could not create rules that would place an "undue burden" on
people seeking abortion, in Whole Woman's Health v. Hellerstedt, a victory for those in favor
of safe and legal abortions. In response, Planned Parenthood pledged to redouble its efforts to

fight abortion restrictions across the country.

e 1916: Margaret Sanger’s sister, Ethel Byrne and the activist Fania Mindell created the
first clinic of planned parenthood in the United States.

e 1920: The women win the right to vote.

o 1923: Sanger created the American Birth Control League and the Control Clinical
research Bureau.

o 1935: The Maternal Health Center opened first in Milwaukee and then in Wisconsin.

e 1940: Some operations of the centers were closed because many people had
participated in World War 2.

® 1949: The Maternal Health Center changed to Planned Parenthood Milwaukee.

e 1960: FDA approves birth control pill.



I11.

1964: IUD services initiated at PPWI.

1965: The Supreme Court strikes down laws that prohibit the use of contraception by
married couples.

1967: The first center outside of Milwaukee opened.

1970: Congress communicates that contraceptives may be available regardless of
income.

1971: Opening of centers in Green Bay and Kenosha.

1971: Sickle cell disease begins to be detected in PPWI centers.

1972: A training center for nurses is opened to teach them to work and specialize in
PPWI centers.

1973: PPWI opens health centers in Appleton, Manitowoc and Sheboygan.

1973: PPWI opens the first center for teens.

1974: Health center in Madison opened.

1975: Health center in West Bend opened.

1976: Health center in Oshkosh opened.

1978: Congress mandates insurance coverage of prenatal care and delivery.

1979: Health centers in Portage and Winsconsin opened.

1980: Ronal Reagan was the first president against abortion.

1985: Some groups against planned parenthood grow and threaten providers.

1987: Reagan proposes a law against planned parenthood making it impossible to
give advice to any person.

1988: PPWI sets up an AIDS program to help people with birth control.

1990: Pregnancy tests become available over-the-counter.

1991: PPWI initiates abortion services.

2008: PPWI advocates caring for and helping people who have been raped.

2009: Barack Obama, president of the US, proclaims himself in favor of care and
medical aid for women and families.

2015: PPWI sues state over problems caused by underfunding.

2016: The Supreme Court annuls the law that protects the abortion of women.

CURRENT HAPPENINGS



Recently, in some countries there were protests and demonstrations in support of the
legalization of abortion, especially in Latin American and Central American countries, etc.,
since it is considered a reproductive right for women and that it is safe and accessible for
them. On the other hand, there are countries that criminalize abortion and condemn those
women who decide to terminate their pregnancy, as is the case of countries in the Middle

East.

In addition, in some countries access to abortion services may be difficult, expensive
or non-existent, especially in rural areas and in those countries with restrictive laws. These
barriers can put the health and lives of women and girls at risk, who often resort to unsafe and

clandestine methods.

In summary, the current events in abortion issues continue to be a very controversial
issue, where opinions and legislation vary depending on the country and culture, for example,
in 2022, the conservative Republicans and Republican learners say that abortion should be
illegal (72%) and on the other hand, moderate and liberal Republicans believe abortion
should be legal (60%). In this specific topic, women are more likely to hold a different
perspective and opinion about this topic (63% women, 58% men). However, the importance
lies in guaranteeing women's access to safe and necessary medical care, especially in those

scenarios where health and life are at risk.

IV. KEY POINTS

e Assess whether abortion should be legal
Countries must discuss the legality of abortion considering possible cases in which abortion
might present. Whilst, taking into account the country’s own legal framework regarding

abortion and the capacity of health services.
e Women and girls’ rights
Many countries do not have frameworks and resolutions that protect the rights of women and

girls, addressing this is necessary to find a solution for this issue.

o Measures to avoid the illegal sale of fetal tissues



Taking into account that some countries are practicing these types of procedures without the
consent of the woman having an abortion and related procedures. Protecting rights within the

healthcare system is key to address the topic.

e Safe abortion procedure
Since Planned Parenthood changed the method used for abortions to obtain tissue easily,
which 1is illegal. An unsafe abortion may cause bleeding, infection, or irreversible

consequences hence why solutions must be debated.

e Abortion should be free as a right or should it have a cost in large companies
It is ultimately up to each individual company and their policies whether to cover the cost of
abortion for their employees or not. However, the availability of affordable and accessible
reproductive healthcare, including abortion, is crucial for women's health and well-being. All
women should have access to vital reproductive health services regardless of their economic
status or where they work. Some companies have acknowledged this and are offering
abortion-related benefits, including covering travel costs for employees seeking reproductive
services out of state. Access to reproductive healthcare, including abortion, is a right that

should not be denied due to financial constraints.

V.  UN ACTIONS

“The United Nations Population Fund (UNFPA) is the UN agency tasked with implementing
this important agenda, but this work has been hampered by the Trump-Pence administration’s
decision to block all U.S. funding to UNFPA.” (Planned Parenthood, 2019). This action was
held in 1994 by ICDP (International Conference on Population and Development) in Egypt:

e On July 28th, UNFPA (United Nations Population Fund) and IPPF (International
Planned Parenthood Fund), signed a Memorandum of Understanding to prevent and to
work towards the advancement of the SDG’s (Sustainable Development Goals) by
making family planning more efficient, reproductive health commodity security,

sexual education, HIV prevention services, and more.

UNICEF supports ABC (abstinence, adherence and condom use) approach to prevent
HIV/AIDS infection among young people. The committee is concerned about the impact of

unsafe abortions on maternal health. According to the World Health Organization (WHO), 25



million unsafe abortions are performed each year (68,500 every day), causing around 50,000
deaths and hundreds of thousands of disabilities. UNICEF believes that the best way to
protect against the complications of unsafe abortion is to provide information to women to
protect themselves from unwanted pregnancy and to provide a better health system, to

prevent any infections and/or diseases, and advocating for the support of family planning.

VI. BLOCK ANALISIS

Latin America and Caribbean Group:

Based on the search results, it appears that Latin America and the Caribbean have taken
different approaches to the issue of abortion. Some countries have laws in place that restrict
access to abortion, while others have taken steps to decriminalize or legalize it. There have
also been efforts to improve access to contraception and to address the high rates of maternal
mortality associated with unsafe abortions. Overall, the situation regarding abortion in Latin

America and the Caribbean is complex and varies from country to country.

México and North American Group:

Mexico has had a complex history with regards to abortions. The country has taken steps to
decriminalize and legalize abortion in some cases. In 2007, Mexico City became the first
jurisdiction in Mexico to legalize abortion during the first 12 weeks of pregnancy. However,
abortion laws are determined at the state level in Mexico, and access to safe and legal
abortions varies widely across the country. Other states have enacted laws that further restrict
access to abortion, such as requiring parental consent for minors seeking abortions, or
prohibiting public funding for the procedure. The situation surrounding abortion in Mexico

continues to be a controversial and evolving issue.

Furthermore, it appears that the United States has had a complex and controversial
history with regards to abortion. While the landmark Supreme Court case Roe v. Wade in
1973 legalized abortion nationwide, individual states have since passed laws restricting
access to the procedure and attempting to overturn the ruling. In recent years, some states
have passed more restrictive laws, such as "trigger" laws that would automatically ban
abortion if Roe v. Wade were overturned, or laws that ban abortions after six weeks of

pregnancy. Meanwhile, other states have taken steps to expand access to abortion, such as by



repealing restrictions or increasing funding for clinics that provide the procedure. The issue

of abortion remains a highly divisive and contested topic in the United States.

Canada has a liberal policy on abortion. According to the first result, among the
countries that allow abortion without any restrictions are Canada, China, South Africa, and
Guyana. The seventh result suggests that Canada is one of the countries that legalizes
abortion. Additionally, the fourth result mentions that abortion was decriminalized in Canada
in 1995. However, during the research, most of the search results were related to the
comparison of different countries' regulations on abortion and not specifically about Canada's

actions.

European Group:

Europe's history of abortion is wide and varied. In some countries, abortion has been legal for
decades, while in others its legalization is recent or has not yet been achieved. In the year
1955, many European countries established the first international convention on human
rights, the "European Convention on Human Rights", which states that "Everyone has the

right to life", but does not refer to the issue of regulation of termination of pregnancy.

Today, in Europe, the countries that allow abortion within the first three months of
pregnancy are: Albania, Austria, Belgium, Belarus, Bosnia and Herzegovina, Bulgaria,
Cyprus, Croatia, Denmark, Slovakia, Slovenia, Spain, Estonia , Finland, France, Georgia,
Greece, Holland, Hungary, Ireland, Iceland, Italy, Kosovo, Latvia, Lithuania, Luxembourg,
Malta, Moldova, Montenegro, Norway, Poland, Portugal, United Kingdom, Czech Republic,

Romania, Serbia, Sweden , Switzerland and Ukraine.

However, there are European countries where abortion is still illegal or only allowed
in very restrictive cases. For example, in Andorra, Liechtenstein, Monaco, San Marino, and
the Vatican, abortion is completely illegal. In Malta, it is only allowed in case of threat to the
life of the woman. In Poland, it is only allowed in cases of rape or incest, serious

malformation of the fetus or threat to the life of the woman.

In summary, although the legalization of abortion is a reality in most European

countries, there are still considerable differences in the laws and practices that regulate the



issue in each country. This shows that it is an issue that continues to be controversial and that

requires follow-up and attention from leaders and citizens across the continent.

African Group:
Africa's history on abortion is equally varied. There are countries where abortion is legal,
although with different conditions, while in other countries its practice is considered a crime.

In some African countries, abortion is completely illegal and is penalized.

In Egypt, for example, it is considered a crime that is punishable by up to three years
in prison. In Malawi, abortion is only allowed when the mother's life is at risk. In Lesotho, it
is only allowed in cases of rape, incest, or fetal malformations. In Mauritania, it is only legal

in case of risk to the life of the mother.

On the other hand, there are countries where abortion is legal under certain
conditions. For example, in South Africa, abortion is legal up to 12 weeks of pregnancy, and
after that it is only allowed when the woman's life is at risk, when the fetus is severely
malformed, or when there has been rape. In Tunisia, abortion is allowed up to 12 weeks of
pregnancy, while in Morocco it is allowed only if the mother's life is in danger or in case of

rape.

In some countries, such as South Sudan, Somalia or Sierra Leone, abortion is not even
mentioned in national legislation. In short, Africa's history of abortion is complex and varies
from country to country. While some nations have adopted more progressive legislation to
guarantee the reproductive rights of their citizens, others still have severe restrictions on the
issue. This demonstrates the need for a more open dialogue and increased education around

reproductive health throughout the region.

Asia and the Pacific Group:

The history of Asia and the Pacific group on abortion is equally varied. While some countries
have adopted more progressive laws to guarantee the reproductive rights of their citizens,
others still have very restrictive laws on the subject. In some countries, such as Mongolia,
North Korea, and the Philippines, abortion is only allowed in cases of threat to the life of the

woman. In Bangladesh, it is only allowed in case of serious malformations of the fetus or risk



to the life of the woman. Tajikistan, Afghanistan, Pakistan and Sri Lanka only allow abortion

in case of risk to the life of the woman.

In Japan, Taiwan and Singapore, abortion is legal and is allowed in the first 12 weeks
of pregnancy. In South Korea, abortion is legal up to 24 weeks when there is a threat to the
woman's life, serious fetal defects, or rape. In Indonesia and Malaysia, abortion is only

allowed in the event of a threat to the life or health of the woman.

Moreover, in some countries, such as Saudi Arabia, Yemen and Brunei, abortion is
completely illegal and is seen as an illegal practice. In some parts of India and Nepal,
abortion is seen as a socially unacceptable practice, but in these areas, exceptions have been
granted for health and life reasons. In summary, although some countries in Asia and the
Pacific group have taken steps to legalize abortion in certain cases, there are still many
countries where the practice is illegal or severely restricted. Accessibility and support for
reproductive rights are still a debate in many countries in the region, which demonstrates the

need to continue working to guarantee the rights of women worldwide.

Middle East countries Group:

The issue of abortion in the countries of the Middle East is complex and varies significantly
from one country to another. The region as a whole has a mix of laws and policies that reflect
a wide range of cultural, religious, and social beliefs. The history of the countries of the
Middle East in terms of abortion is very mixed. In some countries, abortion is seen as an
illegal practice and is penalized; in others, it has been allowed in some specific cases. In
addition to laws, cultural and religious values also influence the way the issue of abortion is
approached in Middle Eastern countries. Opinions and attitudes towards abortion can be
diverse, and some people may have moral or religious objections based on their beliefs and

values.

In Saudi Arabia, the United Arab Emirates, Kuwait and Qatar, abortion is completely
prohibited, while in Iraq and Syria abortion is only allowed in cases of risk to the life of the
woman. In Lebanon, it is only allowed in case of risk to the life of the woman or the fetus,
while in Iran, it is only allowed if there is a risk to the health and life of the mother, and also

to the abnormality of the fetus.



However, in some other countries, such as Israel and Turkey, abortion is legal under

certain circumstances. In Israel, it is allowed if it is a threat to the life of the woman, serious

fetal malformations and in case of rape. In Turkey, abortion is permitted within 10 weeks of

pregnancy and extended up to the 20th week in cases of threat to the health of the woman and

serious malformations of the fetus. In general, most Middle Eastern countries have fairly

restrictive laws regarding abortion. However, there are also some efforts to legislate in favor

of women's access to reproductive rights. It is important to continue working on access and

education around reproductive health for the entire population and to ensure that women have

access to safe abortion services if necessary. It is important to note that abortion laws and

policies can change over time, and there may be variations within each country in terms of

implementation and enforcement of the laws.
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