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I. INTRODUCTION

The International Criminal Police Organization, known as INTERPOL, is a General
Secretary that coordinates criminal activities, it was founded in 1923 by 20 countries seeking
the need to facilitate cross-border police cooperation, and nowadays has 195 member
countries such as: Australia, Argentina, Bahamas, Bolivia, Belgium Colombia, China,
Cameroon, Denmark, Dominica, Egypt, Estonia, Fiji, Finland, Georgia, Germany, Haiti,
Honduras, Iran, India, Jamaica, Japan, Kenya, Kuwait, Laos, Liberia, Maldives, Madagascar,
Nepal, Norway, Oman, Panama, Pakistan, Qatar, Romania, Russia, Serbia, Switzerland,
Tanzania, Togo, Ukraine, Uganda, Venezuela, Vietnam, Yemen, Zambia, Zimbabwe, among

others. Additionally, every member country has a central national office of INTERPOL.

INTERPOL is an information sharing network, providing a way for national police
forces to cooperate effectively, tackling international crime such as human trafficking,
terrorsims to money laundering and illegal art dealing and matters related to firearms,
corruption, war crimes, financial crime, computer crime, organized crime, crimes against the
environment, drug crimes, drugs, integrity in sports, investigation of fugitives, works of art,
maritime piracy, vehicle theft, terrorism, human trafficking, and trafficking on illicit products.
Furthermore, it alerts member states for missing or wanted persons, though it can not arrest
criminals under any circumstances. The Red Notice is a request to locate and arrest a person,
extradition, surrender, or a legal action, but it is not an international arrest, it's based on an

arrest warrant.

Led by Matteo Messina Denaro, Ndrangheta is a criminal Italian organization

originated in Calabria, which was the most powerful and dangerous mafia in Europe in the



1990's. Ndrangheta owes the 80% of the cocaine exported to Europe being controlled and
manipulated by this mafia. It has a secret and unknown hierarchical structure and a central
leader. This criminal organization is divided into clans, whose members develop different
strategies. The principal base is religion, offering their actions to San Miguel Arcangel,
including multiple ceremonies that contain violence and beliefs, behavior and discipline lead

to their illegal actions.

II. HISTORY OF CONFLICT

A. Key Actors

Antonio Pelle (March 1st 1932 - November 4th 2009): He was a powerful Ndrangheta
boss. He was involved in various criminal activities, including drug trafficking, extortion, and

money laundering.

Domenico Oppedisano (December 5 1930): Known as the "Boss of Bosses," Oppedisano
was considered the leader of the Ndrangheta until his arrest in 2010. He had significant
influence over the criminal organization activities, including drug trafficking and political

corruption.

Rocco Morabito (October 13 1966): An important Ndrangheta boss, Morabito was
involved in international drug trafficking. He played a significant role in the criminal

operations in Europe and South America.

Giuseppe Morabito (August 15 1934): Giuseppe Morabito was a big member of the
Ndrangheta and was involved in drug trafficking and money laundering. He was one of the

organization's most wanted fugitives before his arrest in 2017.

Santo Vottari: Vottari was a powerful Ndrangheta boss with involvement in drug trafficking.
He was known for his connections to Colombian drug cartels and played a role in facilitating

the international drug trade.



Nicola Femia: Femia was a key figure in the Ndrangheta international drug trafficking
operations. He coordinated the organization's drug shipments from South America to Europe,

particularly using the Netherlands as a transit point.

B. Key events

1860: The Ndrangheta was formed when a Sicilian group established a base in Italy
Aspromonte Mountains. This base is considered a landscape that provides good coverage for

the banditry who had vanished from the Sicilian fatherland.

1870: Roman officials asked the Ndrangheta to help them catch criminals.

1928: The founder of the Genovese Family (Joseph Masseria), started a strong armed conflict
known as “Castellammarese” to obtain the power of organized crime in the country. Various

Italian mafia families were involved.

1930: Genovese Family was the most powerful group in the United States. It carries out

crimes related to drug trafficking, extortion, loans and many other laborers.

1931: Salvatore Marazano became the leader of the mafia and created a new organized crime

system in New York.

1960: Many of the leaders of Ndrangheta were arrested, however, although today the mafia is

no longer as powerful as it was in the beginning, they continue to commit crimes.

1970: Kidnaps and extortions, the claim of economic resources of developed families in
Calabria and South Italy to prevent the violence against them. Kidnaps were developed in
hard to patrol areas (Aspromonte Mountains). Militar Italian authorities interfered with the

wrong security measures and method leading to this issue last years.

1990: Italy was flabbergasted by the effects of the violence of the Sicilian mafia, or known as
“La costra nostra”. It was an armed conflict against all the adversaries and there were

millions of murders, including judges and political members.



1990: Traffic and possession of tons of cocaine. Taking advantage of the attention of the

forces in the Sicilian mafia by monitoring tons of cocaine in the port of Gioia Tauro.

1992: Palermo looked like a city in an armed conflict. They sent the best policemen and the
best magistrates to Sicily to fight the Sicilian mafia, thanks to that, the Ndrangheta mafia

strengthened.

2003: Countless demonstrations were held in Italy for all the people who were kidnapped by
the Ndrangheta.

2008: Ndrangheta took interest in Mexico and Colombia to make contacts with drug

trafficking organizations through the port of Gioia Tauro.

2009: The police filled the procession of the Virgin of Polsi (benchmark for the Ndrangheta)
with cameras and for the first time managed to record a crime meeting where the gangsters

reminded the new boss the rules of the organization.

III. CURRENT HAPPENINGS

In January 2021 many suspected members of the Ndrangheta were arrested by the
Italian and German governments, many of them were police officers and businessmen. In
June 2022, Colombian and European authorities as well as the Italian police arrested 38 drug
trafficker suspects, members of The Urabefios and Ndrangheta mafia as well as the recovery
of 4.3 tons of cocaine. In September 2022 the government of Spain arrested 32 members of
the Ndrangheta mafia— they were Italians, Albanians and Hungarians. Europol said that
these members are described as violent and are accused of a big scale of drug trafficking and

money laundering.

An investigation of Belgian origin on May 3, 2023 has resulted in the largest
operation ever against the Ndrangheta in Europe, according to the judicial authorities 132
related members to the Ndrangheta were arrested in eight European states, as well as in Brazil
and Panama. The international operation has involved more than 2,770 police officers, who
have carried out almost 150 searches in homes and offices in various locations in Italy,

Germany and Belgium, as well as Spain, France, Portugal, Romania and Slovenia. In April



24, 2023 Rocco Morabito, considered one of the busses of the Ndrangheta was extradited to

Italy by Brazil due to having contacts with Latin American cartels.

Iv.

V.

KEY POINTS

I-CAN Initiative: Dismantling and Combating Ndrangheta

This initiative was founded by the Italian Department of Public Security. This is a
work shaped by only some selected countries, with the purpose of combating or
ending the Italian Mafia. These countries analyze the modus operandi so they can find

their integrants faster.

Security matters in Gioia Tauro port
Italy has decided this port is going to be the place in which Syria will transfer 60

containers with chemical weapons and deadly toxins, causing security concerns.

Alliances with The Urabefios, Cartel de Jalisco Nueva Generacion (CJNG)
mafias and drug trafficking
These drug trafficking allies are cause of concern to INTERPOL since with their help,

drugs and other illicit activities are carried out in various countries.

Security measures and consequences for Ndrangheta members
In the last decade Italian security forces, police, and Interpol had arrested around 1524

members and suspected members of this mafia.

SUBSEQUENT ACTIONS

The members of the [-CAN Initiative recognized Ndrangheta as the most dangerous criminal

group in the world and it's a global threat. The I-CAN Initiative was created to help member

countries to systematically collect all the relevant information that exists in this criminal

organization. The only way of dismantling Ndrangheta is through international police

cooperation with INTERPOL.

Between 2020 and 2023 the INTERPOL created a project called I-CAN Initiative:

Dismantling and Combating Ndrangheta, in which only selected countries, such as;



Argentina, Australia, Brazil, France, Spain, United States, Switzerland, Canad4, Italy are
participating in it with the objective of reaching a new level of multilateral police cooperation
to fight against the Ndrangheta. Furthermore, this initiative issues alerts and notifications
about wanted people or criminal activity related to the mafia, these alerts are diffused

internationally and help authorities identify mafia members and take appropriate actions.

The governments of the countries such as; Calabria, Italy, Germany, Mexico, Costa
Rica, affected by the mafia have developed awareness campaigns for society about the
dangers and consequences of the mafia organization. Prevention programs have also been
created to young people and vulnerable communities to avoid recruitment by the mafia.
Governments have implemented measures to confiscate the illicit assets of the Ndrangheta,
thus depriving the mafia of its financial standing. These actions seek to dismantle the
economic infrastructure of the organization and weaken its power. Efforts have been made to
identify and seize property, bank accounts and other assets related to the mafia both in Italy

and in other countries.

In 2023 around 500 carabinieri (police) of Italy captured around 61 members of the
Ndrangheta, who have been on trial, many of them have a prison sentence although 167
suspected gangsters are still under review by the Italian Police. Police forces have created law
enforcement operations towards the mafia. These include arrests of mafia members, the
seizure of assets and the interruption of their criminal activities. Police forces work in
collaboration with INTERPOL and other international agencies to coordinate efforts and
share information. All the shared information was between governments with other countries
also affected by the presence of the Ndrangheta, all this support includes the sharing of
intelligence data, coordinating joint operations, and mutual support in the extradition of

suspects and fugitives.
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