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I. INTRODUCTION

The United Nations Security Council, the main crisis-management body, was established on
January 17, 1946, at the end of World War II. However, its first intervention was not until the
dawn of Cold War (1947-1991), this organ has the purpose of maintaining international peace
and security. It includes the five permanent members (United States of America, Russian
Federation, United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland, People’s Republic of
China, and French Republic). As well as the non-permanent members (Albania, Brazil,
Ecuador, Gabon, Ghana, Japan, Malta, Mozambique, Switzerland and the United Arab
Emirates), that every term of two years change depending on the decision of General
Assembly (GA)— they take into consideration its current importance in the world, next to its

economic and social situation.

The central offices are currently located in New York. All five permanent and
non-permanent members have a right to vote, though the five permanent members have the
right to veto. The Security Council determines threats to International Security, and develops

solutions in order to benefit the majority of countries and achieve world security.

Korea has had increasing relevance since 2017, since nuclear tensions escalated as the
Democratic Peoples’ Republic of Korea (DPRK)' improved its nuclear system and to
demonstrate it, North Korea threw missiles on six different occasions, overflying Japan and
reaching the United States. Hence, Kim Jong-un— the DPRK leader and President Donald
Trump met. The discussions caused the United States to demand the UN to put “maximum

pressure” on North Korea applying economic sanctions that the UNSC passed in 2017.

Additionally, Japan, South Korea and the US maintain unilateral sanctions on the
DPRK. The intensity of the issue caused an Inter-Korean summit, the meeting took place on

April, 27, 2018, at the Demilitarized Zone (DMZ) where the Korean President Moon Jae-in



and Kim Jong-un signed “the Panmunjom Declaration” in efforts to end the war in Korea,
working towards reconciliation and prosperity and starting a ‘“common goal” of
denuclearization of both countries. In the past two years, concerns regarding the issue have
arisen since North Korea has violated the UN Security Council resolutions. In 2022, the
DPRK has launched a record of missiles, with frequent tests continuing to 2023 (Center for

Preventive Action, 2023).

II. HISTORY OF THE CONFLICT

1945: End of World War 11, Japanese occupation of Korea ends. US troops occupy the south

of Korea and Soviet troops occupy the north of Korea.

1946: Korean Workers’ Party, a North Korean Communist Party is established and has soviet

leadership within, including Kim Il-sung a Red Army member.

August 15, 1948: The Republic of Korea (South Korea) is established.

1948: Democratic People's Republic of Korea is proclaimed and Kim Il-sung is the leader.

1950:
e The South declares independence, causing North Korean invasion and start of the
Korean War
e North Korea and the Soviet Union agreed to a peaceful development of programs to

establish nuclear infrastructure.

June 27, 1950: The United Nations Security Council passes Resolution 83 where it
authorizes member states to provide military assistance to South Korea. The Soviets and the

Nationalist government of Taiwan boycott the proceedings.

March 14, 1951: UN calls for liberation of South Korean capital due to continued invasion

of Chinese and North Korean forces.

July 10, 1951: The UN and communists start negotiating the end of the war, though the war

continues for two more years.



July 27, 1953: Armistice ends Korean War, agreeing that Korea would remain a divided
country. A demilitarized zone is created that follows the prewar border along the 38th

parallel.

1960s:
e Rapid industrial growth. South Korea is sustained by US’ military, economic and
political support.
e With the conclusion of the Missile Crisis, North Korea reformed its security police to
guarantee Korean Security.
e The building of the Nuclear Reactor, IRT-2000 finished, administered by the Soviet
Union

e January 1968, North Korea captures a US naval intelligence ship named USS Pueblo.
1972: A joint statement between the two Koreas on peaceful reunification.
1974: North Korea joined the International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA)
1975: First North Korean experimentation with plutonium and weaponry.
1980: North Korea was able to build a reactor that could produce weapons-grade plutonium.
1985: North Korea joins the International Nuclear Non-Proliferation Treaty.
1989:
e With the end of the Cold War and the decreasing power of the Soviet Union, the
DPRK lost their alliances.
e The intelligence from the US located the construction of a nuclear bomb in the
developing town, called Yongbyon.

1990: The DPRK tested 80 explosives in Yongbyon.

1991: North and South Korea join the United Nations.



1992: The DPRK accepted an IAEA probe, where the team reported some inconsistencies,
the DPRK was using a “megawatt” reactor to turn fuel into plutonium and using it into

armaments.

1993: TAEA accuses North Korea of violating the International Nuclear Non-Proliferation
Treaty.

October 1994: The US and the DPRK signed the “Agreed Framework” in order to stop the
plutonium production and remove the nuclear reactors from North Korea, eventually with

economic support they built light water reactors, and received oil and gas.

March, 1996: As part of the “Agreed Framework”, North Korea had the duty of testifying
the amount of plutonium they had at that time, but they did not do it at the right moment, so
IAEA warned about this situation, saying without that declaration the Organization wasn't

able to deny the use of plutonium in order to develop weapons

April, 1996: North Korea announces it will no longer abide by the armistice that ended the

war and sends thousands of troops to the demilitarized zone.

1997: Nuclear fuel was put into steel vessels under the vigilance of IAEA.

June, 2000: Inter-Korean summit takes place in Pyongyang between Kim Jong-il and South

Korean President Kim Dae-jung.

2002-2003: Re-activation of nuclear facilities in Yongbyon and uranium based-nuclear
programme. North Korea withdraws from the Nuclear Non-Proliferation Treaty; US, Japan,

Russia, China, SK and the DPRK try to resolve the nuclear issue.

May 2003: North Korea withdraws from the 1992 agreement to keep the Korean Peninsula

free of nuclear weapons.

October, 2006: UN imposes economic and commercial sanctions on the DPRK due to

nuclear weapons test.



January 2009: North Korea accuses South Korea of “hostile intent” causing nuclear tensions

to keep rising.

2013: UN approves more sanctions due to continuous nuclear tests since 2009.

2017: The DPRK tested missiles, proving that the technology developed by the US had a
slower development than the one from the DPRK, which caused US sanctions on North

Korea.

January, 2018: Talks between North and South Korea due to the Winter Olympics in
Pyeongchang.

May 2018:

e The Secretary of State Mike Pompeo visited the North Korean territory in order to
have an underground meeting, few things are known about what was said during the
meeting. It is only known that he returned with 3 Korean Americans.

e After the clandestine meeting, the US leaders and the DPRK leader set the date for a
summit. The summit took place in Singapore in June 2018, where they made different
declarations and proposals for having a better relationship. Kim Jong Un made a
declaration regarding compromising to work towards the South Korea leader against

the nuclearization of the Korean peninsula.

III. CURRENT HAPPENINGS

Nuclear tensions on the Korean peninsula have been rising these first few months of 2023,
with North Korea escalating its nuclear rhetoric. Kim Jong-un has instructed his senior
military officers to reinforce "war deterrence" with "increasing speed" and in a more practical
and offensive manner. The North Korean government accused Washington and Seoul of
escalating tensions to the brink of nuclear war, and Kim was filmed inspecting new, smaller

nuclear warheads.

In April of this year, the US and South Korea met to increase their cooperation
regarding South Korea’s possible use of nuclear weapons due to comments made by Korean

President Yoon Suk Yeol. These two allies have had different joint military exercises



regarding aircraft and armed submarines for the first time since 1980 due to allarming threats

from North Korea.

The security rhetoric used from North Korea appears similar to the one used by
Russia and other armed states regarding how its country's actions are a response to actions
made by the US/ South Korea duo. Though North Korea continuously claims to support
nuclear disarmament, the country continues to carry ballistic missile tests and is looking to
proclaim a new law making its nuclear-armed status irreversible. These actions have caused
growing concerns from other countries, some even have joined the Treaty on the Prohibition
of Nuclear Weapons (TPNW) in response, where they recognize the importance of the total

elimination of nuclear weapons (ICANW, 2023).

Furthermore, the DPRK’s close and complex relationship with China has caused
concern to allied nations with the conflict escalating and the new test of the first solid fuel
ICMB, the Hwasong-18 which is easier to hide and launch (CFR, 2023). Combined with
President Yoon Sul Yeol’s more strict stance on North Korea, calling for the Unification
Ministry to change and as Yoon mentioned “for the ministry to stand up for liberal
democratic values" and how unification should bring “a better and more human life to the
people in Korea" (Reuters, 2023). Both Japan, the United States and South Korea continue to
maintain unilateral sanctions on North Korea, and The United States has also deployed an
anti-missile system to SK, called The Terminal High Altitude Area Defense (THAAD),
located on the Seongju region in South Korea, to counterattack the claims and actions made
by North Korea. All of these actions aid the rising of tensions in the Korean Peninsula and

bordering nations.

IV. KEY POINTS:

e North Korea’s Nuclear Program
North Korea entered a nuclear weapons program in 1980’s, which led to the first testing in
2006. Since that happened, North Korea has been sending various tests and missiles ignoring

international safety and sanctions.

o Motivation and Political Rhetoric of North Korea



North Korea's regime under Kim Joon-un sees the nuclear army as a fundamental part of the

survival of the country as it is known for.

e Concerns regarding International Security
North Korea’s development of a nuclear army and weapons has raised the international

concern that brings us to the topic. It directly affects international security.

e Diplomatic Efforts, Sanctions and Treaties
There have been various diplomatic efforts to end this situation in North Korea in order to
maintain international peace. This includes countries like South Korea, China, Japan, the

United States of America and Russia.

e Intervention of the United Nations Security Council
The United Nations has intervened multiple times with sanctions to North Korea, this being

for the purpose of going back to a diplomatic and negotiation posture from the country.

V. UN ACTIONS

Since 2006, the United Nations Security Council has adopted nine major resolutions and 21
in total regarding North Korea’s nuclear and missile activities. All resolutions have been
unanimously adopted by members of the Security Council, all except the Resolution 2087
made in January 2013 have references of acting under Chapter VII, Article 41 of the UN
Chapter. In addition to the sanctions enforced, the resolutions authorize UN member states to
interdict and inspect North Korean cargo within their territory and seize and dispose of illicit

shipments (Davenport, 2022).

The resolutions of the UN Security Council have been taken to address nuclear
tensions on the Korean Peninsula. The economic sanctions imposed on North Korea, aim to
pressure it to abandon its nuclear program by limiting its access to financial resources and
technology. As well as, calling upon the DPRK to rejoin the nuclear Non-Proliferation Treaty
(NPT) and the UN has also supported diplomatic initiatives to address nuclear tensions on the
Korean peninsula, facilitating negotiations like the Six-Party Talks, involving North Korea,

South Korea, China, Japan, Russia, and the United States. These resolutions and declarations



condemn North Korea's nuclear activities and call for its denuclearization, emphasizing the

importance of maintaining peace and stability in the region.

The first major resolution is Resolution 1718 (2006) which was created in response to
North Korea’s first nuclear test in October of that year. This resolution concentrates on the
return to the NPT, abandoning nuclear programme activities and further missile tests; it also
declares that Member states are prohibited the “direct or indirect supply, sale or transfer” of
weaponry, technologies that could contribute to WMD programs, etc. Resolution 2087 (2013)
made in response to the violation of Resolutions 1718 (2006) and 1874 (2009) called for
vigilance of other states on individuals and entities associated with the DPRK, Resolution
2094 (2013) raised concerns regarding North Korea abusing immunities granted by the
Vienna Convention on Diplomatic and Consular Relations and enforced the Financial Action
Task Force’s new recommendation, Resolution 2375 (2017) presented some of the strongest

sanctions against North Korea and calls for the support of the Six Party Talks.

Additionally, the UN has provided humanitarian assistance to the people of North
Korea, focusing on food security, healthcare, and education, addressing the humanitarian
needs of the population while detaching themselves from broader political and security
issues. The General Assembly in 2000 and 2007, adopted a resolution named “Peace,
Security and Unification on the Korean Peninsula” supporting the inter-Korean summits. In
2018, the Republic of Korea and the Democratic People’s Republic of Korea presented the
Panmunjom Declaration as a document of the General Assembly and Security Council, which

was signed at the inter-Korean summit in April 2018.

On July 13 of this year, the UN Security Council met to discuss North Korea’s
development of its missile programme and the launch of an intercontinental ballistic missile
(ICBM), North Korean UN envoy told the Security Council the following regarding the
supposed act of self-defense, it was “to deter dangerous military moves of hostile forces and
safeguard the security of our state.” The UN Security Council is divided over how to deal
with Pyongyang, considering the veto powers possessed by Russia, China, the United States,

Britain and France.

Members of the council have said more sanctions will not help and some want the

measures to be eased; nonetheless with China and Russia blaming joint military drills by the



US and South Korea for provoking the DPRK, while Washington accuses Beijing and
Moscow for emboldening Pyongyang by shielding it from more sanctions and pledging for
deeper ties with Japan and South Korea in response to threats by China and the DPRK, and
Seoul enforcing a more strict policy against North Korea (Nichols, 2023) the 15- member
Security Council finds itself concerned regarding the growing nuclear tensions in the Korean

Peninsula.

VI. BLOCK ANALYSIS

Asian Group:

Democratic People’s Republic of Korea:

North Korea is the main focus of this committee, even with the interventions made by the
committee and allied nations, the country continues to build its nuclear army. The DPRK
cites the reason behind it being to protect their country’s integrity and as a method of
survival. However, various attempts to solve this issue in a diplomatic way have been denied
by the North Korean delegation. Therefore, the main focus of this committee should be
reaching a solution that benefits international security and aids for peace and prosperity in the

Korean Peninsula.

Republic of South Korea:

Nevertheless South Korea is not the main issue regarding this topic, but responsibility is
shared between the two countries to find peace and prosperity in the Peninsula. Because of
the geografic location, South Korea is the country at greatest risk of security issues due to the
actions and provocations that North Korea has been making. This proximity leads to a
vulnerable situation of the country, which compromises its security of the South Korean

population and neighboring nations.

South Korea has participated in the diplomatic efforts that have been presented, Seoul
has a security alliance with the United States of America, meaning it has military,
technological and financial support from Washington. Other countries have stated to have
alliances with South Korea regarding the issue such as Japan and close Asian countries. In
recent years, the Republic of South Korea has demonstrated a harsher stance regarding the

threats made by the DPRK and the concerns to their own country’s security and stability.



People’s Republic of China:

China plays a primordial role within the topic because of its geological position and
diplomatic participation. China prioritizes the security regarding the Korean Peninsula
because of their own security and interests in the South Korean territory. However, China is
the main exporter and ally for North Korea, which juxtaposes the country's interests in the

region.

State of Japan:

Japan is involved in the Korean Peninsula because of its proximity and historical context.
Considering the threat that it represents to the country, the nuclear force that North Korea has
presented, Tokyo has been in constant worry for a diplomatic approach to the situation.
Furthermore, the current alliance with the United States of America, and the constant support

of any type of sanctions to North Korea, Japan has been involved in the topic as a main focus.

North American Group:

United States of America:

At the historical Singapura summit in June 2018, the U.S. committed to establish “new
U.S.-DPRK relations” where North Korea committed to work toward the “complete
denuclearization of the Korean Peninsula.” However, the two countries disagreed about what
each side should concede and when, leading to a diplomatic failure at the second summit in

Hanoi in February 2019.

The United States has promoted the participation of government officials and
non-government experts from South Korea, Japan, China and other relevant countries in
high-level dialogues to strengthen security in Northeast Asia and reduce the risk of violent
conflicts on the Korean Peninsula. These recurring private conversations provide
opportunities to share insights and policy ideas that might not surface through official

diplomatic channels.

In 2018, USIP convened a high-level research group to study China's role in North

Korea's peace and denuclearization negotiations. In 2021, USIP conducted a "Peace Game"



simulation exercise with U.S., South Korean and Chinese experts to explore ways to increase

diplomatic risk-taking and reduce tensions on the Korean peninsula.

South American Group:

South American countries have enrolled in diplomatic arrangements in order to ensure the

safety of the international community regarding nuclear tensions in Korea and have

encouraged negotiations in the topic to decrease growing threats. These efforts have been

made in international forums like the General Assembly and Conference of Disarmament.
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