
Guide to Special Committees

Welcome Delegates! We are so excited to have you in the XXVIth Edition of the D’Amicis
Model of the United Nations. For this year’s DAMUN we decided to have 5 committees that
are different from what you might be used to in other MUNs, this is with the intention to
interconnect the United Nations with other Agencies that are relevant for the protection of
human rights, peace, the law and more.

Within this document you will find relevant information to understand more about them––
the selection of this year has a simulation of a Criminal Trial, a committee about sports, a
committee that feels like the FBI, a committee that discusses Mexican politics and the
most-well known Special Committee ICJ.

You will soon realize the amazing opportunities being part of these committees might bring
you, you will explore other aspects of debate and of yourself. This year’s Secretariat is so
excited to give you the best experience possible, so aside from this document we are available
to anyone for extra information and support.

To contact the Head of Academics–– Ximena Flores Ayala, write to the following email:
ximena.flores@g.damicis.edu.mx

Special Committees:

ICJ (International Court of Justice)
Topic: Sino-British Joint Declaration (United Kingdom v. China)

The ICJ is one of the most important organs within the United Nations, even though this
judicial organization does not belong directly to the United Nations, both work together in
order to make their solutions more effective in a global context.

In this committee you will find yourself as a prosecution or defense lawyer, as well as it
could be as a judge, your job will obviously depend on which of these roles are you
developing within the debate. Lawyers from both sides must write an opening statement.
Judges must write an investigation on the topic with a list of 10 questions.
In the case of the lawyers, your job will be to defend and represent the country you are
assigned (depends on which you are defense or prosecutor), as well as trying to prove the
other position wrong and convince the judges you have a real point. While if you are a judge
you must be neutral at all times, you will have to analyze the information from both sides, ask
questions and clear all your doubts in order to finally work with the other judges to make a
final verdict on the case.



Judges’ Document

While the lawyers must do an opening statement for their positions, as a judge you must
make a document in which you will have information about the case, such as current
happenings, development of the conflict, main actors and so on. Mostly consider that you
must have the most relevant points to develop your posture during the debate. At the end of
the document, there must be a list of 10 questions regarding the topic— possible questions for
the lawyers that might be useful during the debate for you. This document will only be used
as a resource for yourself and will not be read in front of the whole committee, though it
should be handed to your assigned Chair the day of the D’Amun.

Opening Statement

A document that outlines the case–– the relevant facts about the case, the law applicable,
relevant information and evidence–– with arguments supporting what it's being said. It’s an
opportunity for each side to address the jury in the trial, give them a preview and overview of
all the information available. It's extremely important that the information given frames the
evidence and arguments in a way that is favorable to the side you are representing.

Here’s a few questions that Lawyers should consider while writing the opening statement:

● Can you tell a brief story about what happened from your side’s point of view?
● What is your theory of the case?
● What are the key elements that have to be proved (by you or the other side)?
● What do you anticipate the evidence will show?
● What are the important facts your side’s witnesses will testify to?
● What themes (words and phrases that convey emotions) do you want to

emphasize?
● Who has the burden of proof and what is it?
● What do you want the jury to do?

These few questions can guide you through the process of writing one and finding
information. Remember that the Background in our website can help you know more about
the topic and understand more about what are the focuses of the committee (PRO TIP: Play
close attention to the Key Points). The Opening Statement must be ready for the First Session
of DAMUN.

But, what is the format of the opening statement?

1. Introduction:
a. Attorney identifies themself



i. Ex–– Members of the court, my name is___ and my co-council and I
are representing ___ in this case. In this opening statement I…

b. A theory of the case
i. A few sentences which tells the committee what the case is about,

addressing the rule of law, the charges and basic information of the
incident

c. Briefly tell the committee about why there’s a trial
2. An overview (story) of what the evidence will show

a. Presented from your side’s perspective
b. Give the committee and judges the big picture
c. Present facts and relevant information

3. Brief explanation of what has to be proved
a. Consider, depending on your side, if the accused committed the crime or not

and what things need to be proven to declare a guilty or not guilty verdict.
4. Identify the witnesses

a. Give the quantity, names, occupation of the witnesses
b. State the purpose of the witness for the trial

5. Closing
a. Discuss the burden of proof, by considering the preponderance of evidence.

Preponderance of evidence means to prove that something is more likely than
not. Use arguments and counter-arguments

b. Tell the committee and judges want you want and restate your position
regarding the crime

c. Thank the committee for their attention

Final verdict:

This is the equivalent to a resolution paper in a normal committee, in this document only the
judges will contribute, before the elaboration of it, you as judges will have the opportunity to
debate only between yourselves, without the lawyers of both sides, in order to decide the
content of your final verdict. It is important for you to establish clearly your intentions in the
case, for which your final verdict must have:

1. Introduction: Brief presentation of the case, summarizing the happenings of it and
the development of such.

2. Explanation of your posture: You will have to clarify what you debated as judges,
emphasizing the most important points on your argumentation and what led you to
take the decision you took.

3. Implications: Explain the consequences and/or sanctions you will apply to the
countries involved in the case, for example: the implementation of some treaty,
economic sanction to a country for the violation of some law/s, or the taking of action
of a campaign or internal process in one or both countries. (note: you do not have to
apply sanctions for one country only, if you consider that both of the countries
violated laws you can apply sanctions too)



4. Conclusion: Close your document with a brief summary of the important points of
your verdict, as well as thank the members of the court.

Objections

In this committee the use of Objections is permitted. Objections are an attorney's formal
protest that evidence, testimony, or a question from the opposing party should not be allowed.
The Chair will sustain or overrule the objection raised, if the objection is sustained–– the
question, testimony or evidence is not allowed. On our website the list of objections you can
use can be found.

State Court of Idaho
Topic: State of Idaho v Bryan Kohberger

This committee might be completely new to most you and that makes it more interesting. The
State Court of Idaho was born with the intention of exploring more about criminal law and
making a simulation of trials–– this dude to the growing interest behind criminals, murders,
and lawyers thanks to so many tv-shows. The whole committee is inspired by so many of this
tv-shows and recorded trials that are found on the internet.

Within this committee you might find the opportunity to be a lawyer, whether is Prosecution
or Defense, be a Juror and more. Lawyers in the committee will be in charge of finding the
truth about the case, defending their client, and finding information coming from witnesses
and evidence, whilst following the rule of law. Jurors will have to analyze and judge the
information given by the lawyers, ask relevant questions and later come to an agreement
regarding the verdict of the case by following the law and considering the evidence.

In this committee lawyers will focus on preparing their opening statement, closing arguments,
evidence and questions for the witness. Jurors will have to prepare questions for witnesses
and information about the rule of law for the final verdict. But you might be wondering, what
is an opening statement? Well, let’s go through what it entails.

Opening Statement

A document that outlines the case–– the relevant facts about the case, the law applicable,
relevant information and evidence–– with arguments supporting what it's being said. It’s an
opportunity for each side to address the jury in the trial, give them a preview and overview of
all the information available. It's extremely important that the information given frames the
evidence and arguments in a way that is favorable to the side you are representing––
Prosecution also defined as the State of the Civil Case, and the defense, the lawyers of the
person accused of the crimes.



Here’s a few questions that Lawyers should consider while writing the opening statement:

● Can you tell a brief story about what happened from your side’s point of view?
● What is your theory of the case?
● What are the key elements that have to be proved (by you or the other side)?
● What do you anticipate the evidence will show?
● What are the important facts your side’s witnesses will testify to?
● What themes (words and phrases that convey emotions) do you want to

emphasize?
● Who has the burden of proof and what is it?
● What do you want the jury to do?

These few questions can guide you through the process of writing one and finding
information. Remember that the Background in our website can help you know more about
the topic and understand more about what are the focuses of the committee (PRO TIP: Play
close attention to the Key Points). The Opening Statement must be ready for the First Session
of DAMUN.

But, what is the format of the opening statement?

6. Introduction:
a. Attorney identifies themself

i. Ex–– Your Honor, members of the jury, my name is___ and my
co-council and I are representing The State of Idaho/ the Defendant
Brian Kohberger in this case. In this opening statement I…

b. A theory of the case
i. A few sentences which tells the jury what the case is about, addressing

the rule of law, the charges and basic information of the incident
c. Briefly tell the jury about why there’s a trial

7. An overview (story) of what the evidence will show
a. Presented from your side’s perspective
b. Give the jury the big picture
c. Present facts and relevant information

8. Brief explanation of what has to be proved
a. Consider, depending on your side, if the defendant committed the crime or not

and what things need to be proven to declare a guilty or not guilty verdict.
9. Identify the witnesses

a. Give the quantity, names, occupation of the witnesses
b. State the purpose of the witness for the trial

10. Closing



a. Discuss the burden of proof, by considering the preponderance of evidence.
Preponderance of evidence means to prove that something is more likely than
not. Use arguments and counter-arguments

b. Tell the jury want you want and restate your position regarding the crime
c. Thank the court for their attention

Objections

In this committee the use of Objections is permitted. Objections are an attorney's formal
protest that evidence, testimony, or a question from the opposing party should not be allowed.
The Chair will sustain or overrule the objection raised, if the objection is sustained–– the
question, testimony or evidence is not allowed. On our website the list of objections you can
use can be found.

We hope this information helps you while writing your Opening Statement. The information
regarding the Closing Arguments and Final Verdict will be given by the Chair during the
DAMUN. Regarding the preparation of evidence–– remember that photos, videos, statements
are relevant for this; having them prepared is crucial. For the questions, use the information
you research to help you and during the debate pay attention to any information given that
will help you write them.

A small and last tip, try to look for legal terminology to help you in your writings and
arguments.

Cámara de Diputados
Tema: Reforma de la Objeción de Conciencia en Aborto

En la cámara de diputados se discuten normalmente temas de reformas a las leyes mexicanas.
Los diputados son responsables de discutir y votar a favor o en contra de las reformas que se
proponen, cada diputado tiene su postura dependiendo del partido político al que representen
y todos participan activamente en el debate. El protocolo se basa en:

● Registro de asistencia
● Registro del Quórum
● Lectura de los papeles de posición
● Desarrollo de la discusión: Se presentan los argumentos y los contraargumentos por

bloque y por senador (caucus moderado)
● Presentación de proposiciones con punto de acuerdo (working paper): todos los

diputados pertenecientes a el mismo partido político trabajan en el documento en el
que exponen una postura y propuesta en torno al tema del comité

● Habrá dos papeles de resolución y uno de ellos será elegido como el ganador
● Realización de la votación
● Clausura del comité.



En la cámara de diputados sí se puede hablar con pronombres personales ya que representas a
una persona de la vida real. El impacto de todo su esfuerzo y trabajo tendrá repercusiones
reales ya que la resolución que salga del comité será enviada a la cámara de diputados real.

IOC (International Olympic Committee)
Topic A: Tackling the Mental Health Consequences in Illegal Doping Cases
Topic B: Addressing Abuse of Athletes

Guiding by the name, you might notice this committee is about sports. The inclusion of this
committee in DAMUN is with the intention to highlight the importance of sports in society,
open conversations and debates regarding the safeguard of athletes in all sports, debate
solutions to stop the abuse of athletes and doping cases, encourage diversity and respect in
sports, and encouraging cooperation among nations regarding their participation in the
Olympic Committee.

The creation of this committee is with the aim of encouraging people to think about sports as
a way to build a better society, it intends to find delegates that are interested in sports and
might even play some of them–– and encourage them to discuss other aspects that impact
sports. Within this committee you will have the opportunity to talk about some of the most
well-known athletes, to represent Federations and make nuanced conversations about the
promotion of sports, the support of athletes and strengthening the integrity of sports.

The two topics for this committee discuss some of the most talked about and controversial
topics of recent years–– Mental Health and Illegal Doping cases, and Abuse of Athletes.
Considering cases of the Russian Federation, Simone Biles, USA Gymnastics and more. In
both backgrounds you will find more information about everything on the topic.

Delegates must write two position papers (Format can be found on the website) one for each
topic and have them ready by the first session of DAMUN. We are looking forward to all the
delegates joining this committee and exploring new topics.

INTERPOL (International Criminal Police Organization)
Topic: I-CAN Initiative: Dismantling and Combating Ndrangheta

The committee of INTERPOL aims to promote collaboration and partnership between
international police forces to make the world a safer place. INTERPOL focuses on providing
databases with information on crimes and criminals, combating crimes across the globe
focusing on terrorism, cybercrime, and organized crime; they also work on pharmaceuticals,
illicit substances, human trafficking, environmental vandalization, and corruption. They have
access to police forces around the world.

The selection of this committee as part of DAMUN XXVIth is intended to discuss the current
issues regarding the exacerbation of crimes around the world, the high rise in terrorist and



mafia groups, and cybercrime. Delegates of this committee will have the opportunity to
debate and find solutions regarding well-known issues but with the perspective of what
INTERPOL can do. They will focus on discussing terrorism and corruption, and how to find
resolutions that are within the scope of the committee.

For this committee delegates must write a position paper, however the use of personal
pronouns are allowed in the committee. Most delegates might represent a country but the
delegates that represent a person or entity, the protocol is the same–– a position paper and the
use of personal pronouns, delegates that represent a person must remember that they
represent the interest of this person and the role they have on the topic. In case, the person
you are representing is dead, the simulation will pretend that the person is still alive due to
agenda and topic reasons.

The format of the position paper can be found on our website and remember that delegates
must discuss solutions focusing on international security, police forces capabilities, terrorism,
mafia and corruption. This committee will provide delegates a new perspective on how to
talk about international security and how to address the issues present in this day and age
while looking to create new frameworks to find viable solutions.


